The RELIEF Program

RELIEF (Rental Emergency Lifeline/ Eviction Fund) is a financial education program to

help tenants in DC to stabilize their housing and develop savings habits. The program

can pay participants who make on time rental payments $600 per month up to a

total of $1,800 over a three month period. This money can be used to start an

emergency savings fund to prepare for unexpected expenses and minimize their impact

on your housing.
How it works:

Once enrolled, RELIEF will pay participants $600/month (up to a total of $1800) for
each month during the 3 month period of enrollment for which proof of an on-time

rental payment is provided. Participants must work with a certified housing
counselor on budgeting, saving, banking, and credit repair. Housing counselors will
assist participants in the creation of an individualized savings plan with concrete
next steps, with the goal of using the incentive payments to start an emergency
savings fund.

Program requirements:
To be eligible to participate in the RELIEF program, you must meet the following:

Live in DC and have lived in your current unit for a minimum of 6 months
Demonstrate ability to make on- time rental payments going forward
Commitment to work with a housing counselor to develop a housing plan, credit
report evaluation, individualized budget and savings plan

Document housing instability at some point within the last 12 months

Currently at or near a $0 rental balance

Household income no greater than 60% area median income

Have rent that is no more than 50% of your monthly income

You may not participate in the program if you pay income based rent

*Enrollment into the RELIEF program is extremely limited, HCS will evaluate applications on a rolling
basis until all spots are filled. Application submission does not guarantee enrollment.

Contact us to find out more today!

% Email us at relief@housingetc.org % Call us at 202-900-9461
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